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We anxiously await the birth of the Messiah 
Trinity Anglican Church has a rich history when it comes to the great festivals within the Christian 
year, and the Birth of Jesus would be without exception the pivotal time when all came to decorate 
the Gothic Church in the finest of fresh evergreen. 
Mr. David Goss has a picture he shows in his presentation of Trinity in the early 20th Century, the 
earliest picture known to date, a subsequent picture is framed and mounted on the middle room 
outside the Bennett Room depicting Trinity in its’ Christmas glory. Take a moment at coffee to seek 
this out. 
Christmas brings many memories to our forefront. It is a time for us when we reflect on the 
Christmas’s of our past. And we are blessed by having those among us like Harold Wright, David 
Goss and a host of editorial writers who grace us by their research and publications on the 
Christmas’s of long ago, from a time before our recollection. 
Trinity, being the Loyalist Parish, founded by the United Empire Loyalists, having landed on these 
shores May 18, 1783 has a rich story to tell. There are glimpses that this rich history having been 
passed down through stories being passed on and by the collection of photographs of the day. We 
need to pay attention to our past as the present and foreseeable future lacks the dedication and 
attention to detail of or predecessors. 
Christmas for me growing up at 225 Millidge Avenue (North End) grounds me with what is important 
about the season and the day from my early years. From the great anticipation of the arrival of the 
Sears Christmas Wish Book, its’ final arrival, jousting my three siblings for it with Mom allocating so 
much time for each of us upon its’ initial arrival day, to the preparations which increased in intensity 
by my Mother for the most part, cooking and cleaning as the special day approached. Our Christmas 
tree never came from a tree lot, but rather from the family farm in Kingston. The tree, not farmed, was 
always in need of some interventions which involved a drill / bit and whittling the end of a severed 
number of fir branches, some twine and lots of icicles to fill in the bare areas. The cosmetic limbs 
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would be tied in to secure for the future weight of ornaments. I never understood why the tree cut on 
the farm was not perfect to many years later when I, in my grown up days, went on the farm to find a 
tree, wading around waist high in snow, and the trees that initially did not pass my high standards 
upon my early arrival, soon became quite a possible contender, as the hour soon passed, cold, wet 
and wading in waste deep snow becoming more and more frustrated that this huge forest had so little 
‘perfect’ trees. The tree would be set up, and we kids would be excited to trim it after Dad placed the 
light strings and star. The excitement would soon wain when it came time to place the icicles which 
Mom would spend a day or more separating them individually from the clumps we placed in order to 
get rid of them. Christmas Eve as Children would involve going to the family service at St. Luke’s 
Anglican Church on Main St. with the Ven. Canon Harry Quinn, Christmas pageant, then home with 
the permission to open one gift prior to bed. Off to bed, with great anticipation to wake up early to see 
what Santa would bring. Christmas morning would arrive, but no one could open any gifts until all 
were up, all siblings and Mom and Dad. As our years went on, it became harder for the younger ones, 
our sisters to get the lazy brothers up. After discovering all the gifts left by Santa and being in 
amazement that Santa actually paid attention for the most part to our lists we mailed in, as a family 
we would go to Church. If memory serves me well, Christmas Eve services were never missed, 
however Christmas morning was not always attended, due to the lateness of the Christmas morning 
children activities and our family tradition for noon at one set of grandparents and evening with the 
other. 
Following the opening of our wrapped gifts and exploring our Christmas Stockings and Santa’s gifts 
which were never wrapped (why would Santa wrap gifts) we were off to our Mother’s family Christmas 
at our grandparents in Quispamsis for noon Christmas day. This was a large family gathering with our 
Aunts and Uncles and cousins with our Grandmother Haslett having prepared a Christmas dinner 
catering to a number of individual likes and dislikes with multiple dessert options. Ohhh so many 
desserts. After a full Christmas dinner, way too much sugar and excitement, Mom and Dad would 
pack us all up in the 1962 Chevrolet Biscayne wagon and we were off to Kingston to Dad’s parents 
farm where he was raised from a young lad with a smaller family Christmas and yes another full 
Christmas dinner and all the treats again just a short 4 hours later. The day would come to a close 
with all us, four, being packed into the station wagon and back to town exhausted. I cannot for the life 
of me wonder how Mom and Dad did this year after year, but they always were in good spirits. 
When I think of Trinity and the years and the world crises Trinity has weather’d I am reminded by an 
editorial by John Cunningham in the TJ where he reminded us in his article of the Christmas Eve 
1915 where the city was praying for peace, in grieving for the fallen and taking a brief respite of the 
worries of WWI which was 17 months old. He speaks of the conflicting emotions, families never to be 
the same and those yet to have experience the tragedy of loss. In its’ day the City Market was 
stocked with turkeys and other meats and many gifts were affordable at Woolworth’s Store on King 
St. for a dollar or so. Stockings were filled with fresh fruit, barley toys, candy canes and possibly a 
snow globe of the day. 
Ruby Cusack’s TJ article highlights the legacy of the church at Christmas time. In her article she 
writes pointedly of Trinity and wondering of the attire for those attending Christmas noting that from 
the first service in 1791 through to 1804 the church lacked a heating system. The church was the 
center of the respective community and by its’ design was also the social provider of much life 
supporting needs to those who required life supporting aid. 

 
Welcome: 
Trinity welcomes many who have come to worship with us on a regular basis over 
this past year and look forward to our expanded family of Trinity.  
You, are visitors and our newest members provide much joy for us at Trinity. We 
are blessed to have you with us. Thanks be to God. 
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Priest Stoles: 
Stoles are ecclesiastical vestments worn by Priests and Ministers Roman Catholic and Protestant 
faiths. In the Roman Catholic Church it is a symbol of immortality. It is generally considered the 
unique badge of ordained ministry and is conferred at ones’ ordination representing the receiving of 
Holy Orders. The stole colors align with the development of the liturgical calendar. White represents 
joy, innocence, purity and glory and are worn for the seasons of Easter and Christmas and on Feast 
days. Red is the color of blood and the burning love of the Holy Spirit and are worn on Palm Sunday 
and Good Friday (although often Black is worn) and the Day of Pentecost. Green is the color of 
rebirth and hope, especially hope for eternal life and worn during the season of Ordinary Time (days 
after Pentecost). Violet or Purple represents sorrow and penitence, the color of Advent and Lent. 
Black is the color of mourning and often worn at funerals or alternatively white is worn. Rose is the 
color of joy and is only worn, if worn, on the Third Sunday of Advent – Sunday of Joy and the fourth 
Sunday of Lent. By wearing Rose vestments they lift some of the gloom of the seasons by reminding 
us that Christmas and Easter will soon be here. 
My Advent Stole: 
You will notice I am wearing a very unique designed stole during Advent. 

 
Upon my Ordination to Priesthood, June 15,2014, while living in 
Winnipeg Manitoba, Heather and my brother Brian, Sisters 
Karen and Twyla and their families presented me with this 
beautiful hand made stole by a British Columbia fabric artist, 
Karen Brodie (Karen Brodie Designs). 
The artists titles this creation as ‘Walking with the light’ The 
following is the artists story that she incorporated into this 
beautiful stole which I am so grateful to wear. 
 
As its’ title implies, this straightforward design attempts to 
capture the wonder, movement and light of our walk – our 
journey – through the season of Advent. “(During Advent) I see 
all our paths converging” says Nora Gallagher in her account of 
a church year lived in faith. Advent is a new beginning, the start 
of the church year. It is a time when we do come together as 
communities of faith to prepare the way for the coming of the 
Son of God. And the reason that we are walking together with 
the light is because we must journey together in a relationship 
with God toward the light of Christ. It is not enough that we 
celebrate the birth of our Savior. For if we do not take this 
journey toward the birth together, we miss seeing God in the 

faces and lives of those around us. 
 
This is what is present to us, today. If we shine light on the stories of the prophets (from Moses to 
John the Baptist), if we illuminate the New Testament accounts of a pregnant, unwed, teenager who 
rejoices at the coming of a child of God within her, if we light the candles of Hope, Peace, Joy and 
Love and reflect on the world around us, if we look for the signs of new life in the lives around us, and 
if we prepare our minds for the celebration of Christ’s birth (and ultimately, his death) we will surely 
find a path that lies straight in front of us. 
 
In this design you will see the four Advent candles, the pink one illustrates Joy. They keep the 
darkness at bay. And in the center of the design, the light, the focus of our Advent journey, the light of 
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Christ. The basis of the stole is blue, now the most commonly used colour for Advent, but there is 
some purple in the design to tie in with other purple Advent antependia and such. 
 
This design inspired by Nora Gallagher’s book, “Things Seen and Unseen”. The artist has been 
creating fabric art for the past 35 years and currently lives in Golden, B.C. In 2005 Karen received an 
award for Altar fabrics. If you are interested in her creations, look her up, ‘Karen Brodie Designs’  
 
I will be forever great full for this gift from my family as I entered into my calling to Ordained Ministry. 
 

Concerts 2019 

             
Trinity Church presents 
Theresa Malenfont in 
Concert 
 
Theresa Malenfont, one of the greatest Blues artists 
of New Brunswick, has performed with such greats 
as Dutch Mason will be featured in concert at Trinity 
Church, Feb 8,2019 at 7:30 pm. This concert is a 
key fundraiser for the Trinity Steeple Capital 
Campaign. Tickets are now available at the Church 
Office for $45.00 and they will make great 
Christmas gifts for family and your friends. Please 
call the office and reserve your tickets now. 
 
Raised in Dieppe, New Brunswick, Theresa 
Malenfont has been bringing down the house since 
her early public appearance on stage with the late 
Dutchie Mason. Winner of an ECMA for Best 
Female Artist, twice nominated for Female Artist of 

the year and winner of the Blues with a Feeling Award (Lifetime Achievement) at Canadian Maple 
Blues Awards. Theresa Malenfont is a vocal powerhouse in the tradition of Janis Joplin and Etta 
James who has built a loyal and enthusiastic following across Canada and Europe as well. With a 
number of critically acclaimed albums to her credit and over thirty years of performing under her belt, 
Theresa Malenfont continues to deliver the kind of incredible knock-out shows that audiences never 
forget. She has recently won the Maritime Blues to Memphis challenge. 
She will be accompanied by Saint John’s own Scott Medford who is a professional Guitar / Base 
instrumentalist. 
This is a concert not to be missed, and what a great opportunity to bring family or your friends out to 
experience the beauty and the great acoustics of our great church. 
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Paul Halley in Concert: 
Paul Halley, the multi Grammy Award-winning composer, choral 
director and keyboardist is the co-founder and creative director of 
the international music company, Pelagos. He is the Director of 
Music at Halifax's Cathedral Church of all Saints, and at the 
University of King’s College and it's highly-acclaimed Chapel 
Choir. He is past Music Director of St. George’s Anglican Church, 
Halifax, and Chorus Angelicus & Gaudeamus and Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Connecticut, to mention but a few of his 
church music associations. 
  
Paul is an English born pianist with an impressive career. After 
receiving a Master’s Degree from Cambridge University, he was 
named Music Director of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, in 
New York.  He is credited with expanding musical programs 
where ever he travelled and has wrote numerous choral works 
and broadway scores. Choral musicians across North America 
know his musical scores and his 'Song For Canada' is performed 
in Ottawa every year on July 1st,Canada Day. 
  
Last Summer Paul performed a public organ recital for the Royal 

Canadian College of Organists' international music convention. Trinity is blessed to have Mr.Halley in 
Concert, here, for a fund-raising recital on Trinity’s new Phoenix digital-pipe Organ on May 3, 2019.  
There will be more information available in January on the concert timing and ticket availability. 
Please save the date.  
 
Trinity Ambassadors  
 
“The Vision of Trinity Church is to be a Warm, Attractive, Thriving Christian Community”. In 
simple we at Trinity are –WAT? – (not a typo) W – Warm, A = Attractive, and T = Thriving – Christian 
community. 
Warm – speaks to being close to each other – we care for each other, ensuring everyone is valued 
and making sure we invite and embrace our newest members into our family. 
Attractive – focuses us on the various programs / services we present, promote professionally our 
ministries, prioritize our time, talents and treasures so that we offer the programing suited for our 
church family. 
Thriving – requires us to be attentive to the financial aspects of Trinity’s ministry in order to support 
the programs, the building and the staffing in order that Trinity is here for the long term. 
How are each of us doing with this identification statement of who we all are as individuals and as a 
parish? 
 
Corporation News: 
 
Vestry – November 27,2018 High-Lights 

1) Parish Finances – year to date (Jan – Oct 2018) 
Comparative Income Statement 
    Actual   Budget  Variance 
Total Revenue  $242,635.59  $205,308.00  $37,327.59 
Total Expense  $233,190.20  $196,052.00  $37,138.20 
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Net Income   $9,445.39  $9,256.00  $189.39 
 
 
Notes: 

• Revenue is higher than budget for a couple of main reasons; Columbarium Sales, greater 
number of students (grant $$) than budgeted (offset by higher expenses for these additional 
students – net zero) 

• Expense – higher than budgeted for a couple of main reasons; Student costs as noted above, 
Utilities which includes higher than anticipated Natural Gas in the past winter 

• Diocese Apportionment – Trinity was granted a reduced Diocese Apportionment. Our 2018 
regular amount was $31,196.29 reduced to $24,000.00 however the arrangement offered if 
Trinity was in the position at year end, any funds to bridge or pay in full the reduction would be 
appreciated. This was brought forward to keep it in the forefront of Vestry as we approach year 
end 2018. 

• Extra-Ordinary Costs – Due to the recent issues around the Church Building Natural Gas 
Furnace and the improper installation of the unit during the 2004 capital project, Trinity was 
faced with an alternate heating system to prevent eminent freeze damage and ongoing 
occupancy comfort. This resulted in the installation of electric baseboard heaters on all four 
floors and the hallway connecting the Church Building to the Church. This will come at a cost 
of approximately $10,000.00 which will hit our accounts in December. 

• Trinity is still searching for a Treasurer to take over from the excellent guidance Ms. Debbie 
Hughes has and continues to provide to Trinity. 

• Trinity corporation is requesting a member to step forward and serve on the 2018 Financial 
Book review. This is time sensitive, as we have to have the books reviewed prior to January 
30,2019 in time for the AGM meeting February 24,2019 following the 10;30am service. 

2) Business Arising from Nov 27th Vestry  
• Trinity will hold an appreciation coffee hour for the Alzheimer Society – Jan 2019 
• Church Building Hot water heater has been repaired- correcting the issue of lack of hot water 

in the kitchen 
3) Committee Reports  
 No new information shared 
4) Upcoming Services / Events 
 Nov 29th Service of Light 
 Dec 7th Sparkles Uptown 5-9pm 
 Dec 22nd 7:00 pm Community Carol Service (Festival of Lessons & Carols) 
5) Steeple Committee Report 

Reviewed letter from the Diocese Finance Committee  
 Focused fundraising in process 
 Plans to have a Parish information session Dec 2nd following Sunday service 
 The success of the Steeple Capital Campaign will depend on Trinity faithful and the wider 
Trinity community and city corporate support. The Steeple Capital Campaign will be formally 
announced December 2nd. 

6) New Business 
 Trinity Church furnaces (4 in total) will be cleaned and checked later in October – Vestry 
requested a health check on each for longevity. 
 Lengthy discussion regarding the shutdown of the Church Building Natural Gas / furnace in 
November 2018. This has result in immediate alternate heating to be installed in order to eliminate 
the building freeze up and continue to use the building during the period to rectify the issue which is 
based upon unfinished work in 2004 during the Capital project. The heating system was changed 
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over to Natural Gas, with a new Natural Gas furnace being installed without a Stainless-Steel liner in 
the chimney. Now we have to correct the exhaust of the furnace to a coded method. This is not an 
immediate repair therefore the corporation has moved forward with temporarily installing electric heat 
on all four levels and the hallway joining the building to the church. In the mean time, the corporation 
will proceed to research the options for rectifying the Natural Gas situation. The installation costs for 
the Temporary Electric Heat is Labour = $4,393.00 plus Material $3,900.00 estimated for an 
estimated total $8,290.00. In addition, Trinity will face the costs associated with rectifying the short fall 
of the 2004 installation. 
 St Andrew St David is currently utilizing the Bennett Room for Sunday Worship and the main 
level on the 4th Tuesdays monthly through out 2019 for their monthly community dinners where they 
serve upwards of 125 meals. 
 The annual children’s Christmas Party is being arranged for Dec 8, 2018 @ 11:30am – 
1:00pm. Trinity has contacted the Boys & Girls Club for children in the uptown Peninsula anticipating 
approximately fifteen children. Santa Claus has been pre-arranged for an early arrival from the North 
Pole with Mrs. Claus’s approval. 
 
Next Vestry Meeting Dec 18th @ 7pm 
 
Safe Church – the Diocese program is well underway; 
Completed Items: 
Safe Church Officer –Joanne McGraw as our Safe Church Officer. 
Safe Church Files – Joanne has developed a set of Safe Church files. 
Police Record Check (PRC) – Those involved in areas of vulnerability within Trinity’s ministries have 
or are in the process of having this completed. To date 31 are on file as completed. 
First Aid Kits – F.A. kits have been purchased and placed in the following locations; basement, 1st, 
2nd, 3rd floor of the Administration building, Kitchen and the Sacristy – item complete. a monthly 
check on these kits will be completed  
Property & Liability Insurance (Trinity Use) – Trinity’s policy which is covered by the Diocese policy 
satisfies this item for Trinity.  
Special Event Insurance Coverage - Joanne has reviewed with the Insurance Carrier regarding 
Special event coverage – rental of Trinity’s facilities and has that in place for future use. 
Safe Church training – It is available through internet. To date 33 are on file as completed. 
Staff Performance Reviews – presently done for 2017 for the staff and plan to complete performance 
reviews by Dec 1st each year including Lay Readers and key volunteers such as Wardens and 
Treasurer. 
Users of Trinity facility - A review has been completed with those using Trinity’s facility to confirm both 
their need to supply Trinity with insurance documents and to have the leaders of the groups using 
Trinity Facilities complete the Safe Church module and provide Trinity with the Police Check 
paperwork for anyone involved in the vulnerable population. This is a mandatory requirement with no 
exceptions for the use of Trinity or any other Diocese property. 
 
Outstanding Items: 
Ministry Position Descriptions – Outstanding item 
Job Descriptions – Outstanding Item  
NB Fire Prevention Act – Outstanding Item I will work with Mr. Jim Brittain on a review of Trinity’s 
status against the outstanding audit on file  
First Aid & CPR – Outstanding item - a decision will be made to organize additional training. Trinity to 
date has 1 with current FA certification. 
Church Facilities – Outstanding Item - compliance to Risk Management  
Agreement to Use a Diocesan Facility – Outstanding Item  
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On going Safe Church training 
 
Pastoral Care 
The Trinity Pastoral Team participated as one of the three Saint John Deanery Anglican Churches in the 
Diocese of Fredericton pilot ministry of Senior Ministry under the direction of Archdeacon Keith Osborne.  
Progress since last Pastoral Care Team Meeting; 

1. Initiated monthly celebration of Parish Birthdays and Anniversaries – Cake after service on the 1st 
Sunday of each month. 

2. Trinity Pastoral Card developed and circulated among the Pastoral Team 
3. On-going Pastoral Visits and calls by the Pastoral Team 

Trinity Outreach 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Over the centuries, shawls have come to symbolize shelter, peace and spiritual 
sustenance. Today, knitters and crocheters of all faiths are creating handmade 
shawls for people in need, as gifts of comfort, hope and peace. 
Beth Lawson, in her parish ministry, had a number of knitters who 
provided her with a supply of prayer shawls that she would bless and have 
them to present to those she met at home, in the hospital or care facilities. 
These shawls provided much comfort to those she spent time with and 
become a very visible reminder that others do care and pray for them. 
I would like to reinstate this Pastoral Outreach ministry at Trinity and would 

encourage anyone who has a desire to knit, to speak with myself or the Office and we can supply the 
yarn, the pattern / instructions. 
When we have a number of Prayer Shawls ready, we will have a blessing of them at our morning 
service. Please consider this powerful ministry that you may do in the quiet of your homes especially 
as the cooler temperatures creep in to our days. 
 
Trinity Property Update 
 
Trinity Church announces the Save The Steeple – Capital Campaign 

 
 
Warden’s Christopher 
Waldschutz and Derek 
Oland formally 
introduced to the 
congregation present 
on December 2, 2018 
the Capital Fundraising 
Campaign for the 
necessary maintenance 
required by the Trinity 
Church Steeple / 
Tower. 
A brief chronological 
narrative high-lighted 
the extensive work 
Trinity’s Corporation 
(Vestry) and the 
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committed Steeple Project Team, made up of the following members; Phillip Christie, Derek Oland, 
Terry Hutchinson, Christopher Waldschutz and Rev. Steven Scribner.  
The Corporation engaged Structural Engineers from Estabrooks Eng. Ltd. (Germain St. S.J.) to 
review the current overall condition of the Steeple Tower and utilized the firm for the development of 
the Engineered solution and Tender documents / drawings.  
Trinity tendered the project initially to four firms, with two smaller firms declining resulting in two 
successful bids.  
Trinity, after review of the bids, reference checks and scope of work review with the prospective 
bidder, selected Coastal Restoration & Masonry Ltd., Nova Scotia for award of the contract. Trinity 
and Coastal Restoration & Masonry Ltd entered into a contact based upon a signed Letter of Intent 
for phase 1 of the three phased approach to complete the total scope of the Steeple repairs. 
Phase 1 will address the two more severely affected Steeple faces, South and West in 2019 and to 
date is about 85% funded to date.  
Derek and Christopher thanked all who have stepped forward providing the funding to date and 
encouraged all to consider this capital project as their respective circumstances support. 
In addition there will be active fundraising ongoing within the greater community along with focused 
fundraising events for Trinity to promote and support which will provide much excitement for the 
project and the future of our Trinity. 
The first fundraiser Trinity presents Theresa Malenfont along with guitarist Scott Medford in concert 
on February 8,2019 with doors opening at 7:00pm show starting at 7:30pm 
The second fundraiser Trinity presents Paul Halley, five-time Grammy Winner who will perform an 
Organ recital on Trinity’s new Phoenix Digital Organ 
There will be a host of other programs as the year(s) unfold – lets get excited about our Trinity, if we 
don’t who will? 
 
Additional Property Items on the table for 2018; 

• Resetting the Charlotte St. South Granite Stairs - Completed 
• Trinity Tower / Steeple maintenance – as noted above 
• Fire Marshal deficiencies – continue on completing items identified. 
• Repairs to the corner post on Germain St - Completed 
• Installation of a handrail barrier at the foot of the ramp adjacent to the Baptistry - Completed 
• Possible roadway asphalt repairs -On hold 
• Hallway touch up painting - Completed 

Note: With the extensive repairs required on the Tower, only necessary items will be taken on during 
the 2018 year with regards to the Building Maintenance. 
 
New Business 
Parish Nursing – plans to pursue hiring a Parish Nurse still outstanding at this time – position 
description to be developed along with securing salary funding prior to moving forward. 
 
Greeters / Sides Persons Roles 
Important to have strong presence of Trinity Greeters / Sides Persons on Sundays as well as on 
special services and concerts to make a Trinity connection with those visiting 
As per recent suggestions, a Sides Person is available at the Chancel Stairs during Eucharist to 
assist those up and down if needed 
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Lay Reader  
Have you ever wondered about God’s calling on your life in the form of assisting in Worship? Do you 
have questions on what this calling means to you and to your faith community? Have you wondered 
what to do with these nagging questions on your heart?  
The answer may be that you are called to Lay Ministry. 
 
The Diocese of Fredericton has a very active Lay Ministry Educational program under the leadership 
of the Warden of Lay Readers, Cleo Cyr. 
 
The Diocese of Fredericton has a Lay Reader Site on their home page and I would urge you as you 
work through your questions to access this site http://anglican.nb.ca  
 
As a testament to the gifts that unfold through a faithful journey in a prayerful attention to God’s call 
on ones’ life, I enrolled into the Lay Readers program in the Diocese of Algoma back in 1998 under 
the guidance of my Rector at the time. I spent 1 ½ years in study and was licensed as a Parochial 
Lay Reader. This leadership role carried with me through my move to Winnipeg MB where my new 
Bishop of Rupert’s Land licensed me there as a Parochial Lay Reader – years progressed and I 
found myself searching for more information, enrolled at St. John’s College and years later answered 
my calling to Ordination in the Anglican Church of Canada. What a beautiful journey which has some 
of its beginnings from my days studying as a Lay Reader. 
 
Please pray and if you find yourself interested in this calling on your life, we can explore this further 
over a cup of coffee. 
 
Lay Reader Announcement! 
On December 9, 2018 at the 10:30am service Trinity will officially introduce our newest Lay Reader. 
Dr. Beverly Sheehan, who recently joined Trinity from Georgia USA, has been very active in her faith 
journey attending worship, bible study and searched out a deeper sense of calling to the ministries 
that Lay Reader studies open up. 
On December 9th, Trinity will officially welcome Dr. Beverly Sheehan to our Lay Reader team, by 
signing her Parochial Layreader Licence which has already been signed by Bishop David Edwards, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Fredericton and Ms. Cleo Cyr, Warden of Layreaders. Beverly will also on 
this date receive her permission to serve as lay Eucharistic Assistant in the Parish of Saint John, 
Trinity Church. 
The Trinity Corporation, Vestry, provided their unanimous support for Beverly’s new ministries. 
Trinity is great full of Beverly’s calling, her witness and minisitries. 
Well done!  
 
Spiritual Reflection: 
 
The following was provided to me for the Newsletter; (authorship unknown to the writer) 
 
Psalm 82:2, “How long will you judge unjustly and show favor to the wicked? 
 
‘I often wonder how much has changed since the time of the psalmist. We are still asking the same 
questions of God and our neighbor. In the psalms of lament, the poetry nearly always turns toward 
faith in God, trust in God’s goodness, and a call for spiritual persistence. Sometimes, these 
sentiments feel like platitudes to me, and I wonder if the original audience didn’t hear them that way 
on occasion as well. 
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What is most powerful in these psalms of lament is that they wee written to be sung aloud. They were 
songs of grief, meant to be sung communally and in a ritualistic context. What an incredible gift this 
act of communal singing must have been to those facing impossible questions together. 
 
For me, the beauty of our liturgical tradition is the communal sense of participation and prayer. We 
are singing and praying together as a church body but also across time and space with those we love 
but see no longer. When I view the collective lament in this light, I see its deep authenticity and 
connection to those who have gone before us and will come after us. 
 
My words: I think the author of the above has got it right. It is our communal time together that means 
the world to both ourselves and those around us. We come to Trinity for a couple of reasons or we 
should I would suggest. First, we come to be intentional in the presence and peace of mind, one on 
one with God and by coming into Trinity, for some is a requirement to put the craziness of our world 
at bay for an hour a week. Secondly, I would suggest equally important is our very presence in the 
pews Sunday after Sunday is in support of our fellow members and in particular to those who might 
be visiting Trinity. So when you wake up on given Sunday, put a little extra effort and come to 
Worship – your fellow parishioners need you to be there for them. 
 
Who am I? 
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Books and Authors of note: 
I was asked a while ago what authors I read or would recommend. We each will gravitate to certain 
writing styles or generations of writers. 
In addition to those authors I listed in November, I must add the following book and its’ author as a 
very good read. Book title, ‘The Divine Conspiracy – rediscover our hidden life in God’ by Dallas 
Willard. I recently read this book and will have it as a reference book in my collection soon. This book 
is available on line with Amazon currently if one so desires a copy. 
 
Words to reflect upon: 
This past weekend, Heather and I attended the graduation of a fine young man, James, we 
sponsored for the past year in TEEN CHALLENGE, which is a faith-based ministry that works with  
men who want to free themselves of addictions. During James message to those of us in attendance 
when asked if he had any advice for others in the program, he said, “It is ok to be greedy for God”. 
 
What this speaks to is for each of us to grab onto everything God has to offer us, not worrying if we 
are worthy, for we are absolutely not worthy by our own merits and God knows this.  
 
James spoke of Ecclesiastes 2:13 “Then I saw that wisdom excels folly as light excels 
darkness” Eugene Peterson, in his writings known as The Message, rephrases this scripture as 
“But I did see that it’s better to be smart than stupid, just as light is better than darkness”. 
 
Be selfish when it comes go God, take it all. Be greedy for God! 
 
Trinity Worship in the community 2018 
 
Chateau de Champlain – Trinity holds a monthly Holy Communion service with residents and friends 
of the Chateau on the 4th Monday of each month at 11am. I would like to extend an invitation to 
members of Trinity to join me which would enrich the service. In my past I have been encouraged by 
active parish members joining in on these services which provides a wonderful atmosphere for those 
who may not get out to church due to their current life styles. I have wonderful conversations with 
those who attend, anxious to share with me their connection with Trinity or the wider Anglican 
community in this city. Your presence would certainly be welcomed by all. The next service is 
December 24th at 11:00am in the chapel on the third floor. This is a very unique opportunity where 
we, Trinity, will be present to those not able to get out to church to celebrate the Eve of the birth of the 
Messiah. Please consider coming out and joining them for this service. 
 
Bible Study   
Bible Study is held on Wednesdays at 9:30am – 11:00am 3rd Floor conference room. We are 
exploring the ‘great’ women of the Bible. Week one (Nov27th – we explored those in the Pentateuch 
– the first five books) Week two (Dec 5th we will look at the rest of the Old Testament) and the final 
week, Week three (Dec 12th we will explore those women in the New Testament) Come along for one 
or both of the remaining sessions. 
Special Services 
Dec 22nd  Community Carol Service 
Dec 24th  Christmas Eve 
  4:30pm Family Service - Eucharist 
  11:00 pm Midnight Candle Eucharist 
Dec 25th Christmas Day 
  10:30am Holy Communion 
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Days Gone By: 
 
Christmas at Trinity 

 
 
This above picture has been provided by David Goss, which comes from a postcard date stamped 
Feb 02,08 which was sent to Miss Grace M. Smith, 83 Brook Street Brookline Mass. The date of this 
picture is estimated to be around 1906-1907 based upon the date when the Rood Screen was 
installed and the Minton China floor in the Sanctuary appears not be present in the photo. In these 
days, the greening of the church would not be permitted until the fourth Sunday of Advent which 
Trinity continues to uphold. 
 
I am in awe of the detail that went into greening Trinity Church. This picture is taken from the Altar 
looking West and the messaging placed on the Rood Screen for the choir and those returning to their 
pews following communion speaks volumes for day. “I am the bread of life he – we shall never 
hunger”. 
Notice where the Lectern is positioned – for Christmas or for all Sunday’s? 
For sure, the greening would be all natural in the day. 
 
For those interested there is an early picture of Trinity during Christmas hanging in the Middle Room 
with similar decorative attention. 
 
For those interested, Trinity will be decorated on December 19th beginning around 9am in the 
morning. Many hands make light work – see you there. 
 
Humor – the Lighter Side of Seriousness 



14 | P a g e  
 
Give me a sense of humor, Lord, Give me the grace to see a joke, To get some humor out of life, And 
pass it on to other folks.  
 
As Kid’s See It 
One Sunday at church, I requested that the pastor bless my six and seven year old granddaughters 
during the Holy Communion. When it was their turn, the pastor asked the younger one if she would 
like to receive the host. Apparently, she had seen the pastor dipping the host into the chalice of wine, 
because she replied, “Yes, please, but without the sauce.” 
 
Famous quotes: 

• “The only limit to our realization of tomorrow will be our doubts of today” 
§ Franklin D. Roosevelt  
§  

• “Old age is like flying a plane through a storm. Once you’re aboard, there’s nothing you can 
do.”        Golda Meir 

 
• “The power of positive thinking”  

§ Norman Vincent Peale 
Bible 
A little boy opened the big family Bible. He was fascinated as he fingered through the old pages. 
Suddenly, something fell out of the Bible. He picked up the object and looked at it. What he saw was 
an old leaf that had been pressed in between the pages. ‘Mama, look what I found’, the boy called 
out. ‘What have you got there, dear?’ With astonishment in the young boy’s voice, he answered, ‘I 
think it’s Adam’s underwear.!’ 

 
Thanks for this last-minute entry for the December Newsletter. 

 


